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bstract 

Sense of school belonging is most often defined as the extent to which students 
feel personally accepted, respected, included and supported by other actors in the 
school environment. Over the last decade, researchers' efforts to examine the 
impact of school affiliation on various aspects of student functioning have 
intensified. In order to understand the connection between the sense of school 
belonging and the developmental outcomes of students, a systematic review of 
the available scientific literature was conducted. The results of analytical and 
meta-analytical studies, published in Serbian or English, in the period from 2015 
to 2022, were analyzed. Databases searched: Google Scholar, KoBSON, PsycINFO 
and Academia.edu. Based on a qualitative summary of research findings, it was 
found that the sense of school belonging is positively correlated with the level of 
academic motivation, academic achievement, school satisfaction and self-efficacy, 
which consistently prevents various types of problems in schooling. In addition, 
the sense of school belonging proves to be predictive for the lower level of 
internalized and externalized problems, and the higher level of prosocial behavior, 
socio-emotional competencies and general well-being of students. Derived 
findings on the effects of the sense of school belonging on the positive 
developmental outcomes of students indicate the justification of the application of 
proven effective approaches and interventions aimed at improving the sense of 
school belonging. 

Key words: sense of school belonging, positive developmental outcomes, 
students, systematic review of the literature 
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