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PERSONS’ WITH DISABILITIES PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR INCLUSION  
INTO SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT1

capacities

INTRODUCTION

Social inclusion and corresponding phenomena

of the environment as others. It was explicitly established as the aim within the social 

participating and realizing human rights in an environment. „Disability is everything 

Assessment of Educational Potentials of Children with Disabilities as Criteria For Creation 
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interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation 

concludes that the most common causes of discrimination and the main barriers in 

toward persons with disability.

Methodological tendencies in disability research
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Overview of relevant research

social environment. 

recreation staff and peers without disabilities toward participants with disabilities 

to be proactive in creating acceptance (demonstrating similarities with peers without 

and gaining in such interpersonal relations. They found a considerably larger number 

members and negative feelings and depression. The reason for this may be the fact that 

receiving only negative support. 
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showed that the 

of 
. The authors 

THE AIM OF RESEARCH

The aim of our research is to determine how adults with disability subjectively 

relations with others and attitudes of others toward them. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

from vulnerable groups. 

The sample
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Center. 

grandparents.

Instrument

A semi-structured interview was used face to face in data collection. After obtaining 

change about themselves and the environment in order to improve their inclusion into 
the society. 

Examination procedure

The examinees were interviewed in vivo at The Association of Cerebral and Infantile 

Data analysis
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theme categories and sub-categories for each coded interview. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

impairment.

Social rejection

treat them „fairly“. The other examinees believe that the attitude of general population 

The examinees with CP recognize the current situation without trying to explain 

They agree that the attitude of general population toward all people with disability 

impairments better because those impairments are less distinct. 
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Proactive behavior

Five people with CP believe that with their greater commitment they would possibly 

the attitudes of all people. Emphasizing the relation between social acceptance and 

that proactive behavior of persons with disability can trigger better social inclusion 
suggests that future studies and rehabilitation programs need to pay greater attention 

them. They emphasize that it is a completely different relation from the one they have 

and then with friends. They build a „protective frame“ within these relations and build 

unpleasant situation. 
Only one examinee with CP stated that her parents and brother perceived her 

them with respect. This tendency is a negative indicator of social inclusion. It is not that 

mutual. The latter do it in order to protect themselves from frustration. It is necessary 
to stop this circulus vitiosus somewhere in order to improve social inclusion.

with them. Colleagues perceive them as worthy individuals who meet their job 
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Reciprocity of relations

All these examinees say that they try to help their household members and friends 
according to their abilities. Two examinees with CP from this group state that they even 
fawn on household members in order to get what they want. („Sometimes I help my mom 

noted that reciprocity is a crucial feature of human social relationships.

Discrimination

that they experienced themselves. Descriptions provided by the examinees with 

not have a visual impairment.“
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this is made impossible for them because of such behavior as mentioned above. They 
perceive as discrimination situations when they fall in the street and nobody wants to 
help them get up. They mention inaccessibility of many objects in the city as a form of 
discrimination. 

only on paper.“
Experiences of adults with disability in situations when they face discriminating 

expressed discriminating attitudes toward people with disability in children than in 

Adults with disability in our research say that they oppose such behavior by 

Prejudice

from the fact that they are different from other people.
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Social support

spouses as indispensable in giving them emotional and moral support. It is surprising 

relationships with colleagues as good and friendly.

means for continuing education for all those who are able to study and train for a certain 

Adults with disability perceive that they get the greatest support from family 

with disability from our sample is very mild. In the research conducted by Stanimirovic 

fate decide their course. Perhaps they have minimal expectations from formal support 
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Social roles

barriers or transportation problems and discrimination. This corresponds to the data 

of their associations. This could possibly be explained by the fact that they are all 

for additional activities. 

employing persons with disability who would thus demonstrate what they can actually 

CONCLUSION

into the perception of social inclusion from the perspective of persons with disability. 

which they „build a protective frame“ in relationships with family members and friends. 

insults and institutional discrimination. Although they had some ideas on how to change 
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receive only negative support in their families.

achievement. It is also obvious that not all of them are at the same level. Their place 
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