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THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATION

education and rehabilitation

INTRODUCTION

institutes and it became organize activity of each civilized society. Impact of society 
on development of sciences is indisputable. Society is ordering party of projects that 

of individuals but result of interactions in whole society. That is why we decided to 
elaborate this topic.
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the aspect of historical moment and social context in which they have lived. Especially 
are intriguing their biographies from which one can notice that their educational 

In the second part of the the paper we will present actual moment of theory of special 

of theory of special education and rehabilitation. 

Development of theory of special education and rehabilitation worldwide – 
historical approach

As in many other sciences theory of special education and rehabilitation started its 

and social integration-inclusion of children and adults with disabilities. There are also 
examples of people with disabilities that gave their personal input to theory of special 
education and rehabilitation by trying to overcome their own handicap. 

Impact of theology on development of theory of special 
education and rehabilitation

protection of these persons is one of main Christian religion postulates which are 

Probably the oldest evidence of education of disabled children (deaf children) is 
documented in Spain. 

Following this method 

letras y arte para enseñar a hablan a los mudos“ („Summary of the letters and the art of 

Frenchman 
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language which he as a religious person mostly used to give other people religious 

Educational methods developed by de l Epee were further promoted by 

Epee after his dead at leading school and later became even member of French Academy 

Christian religion. He started his education while having job of ringing the Angelus 

children was accepted also in other countries. Schools for blind pupils were opened 

Of course there are many other examples of theologists who gave full contribution 
to development of theory and praxis of special education and rehabilitation and they 
should be further researched.

Impact of medicine on development of theory of special 
education and rehabilitation

medical diagnosis or result of medical research is subjected to reinterpretation in theory 
and praxis of special education and rehabilitation. Special education and rehabilitation 
consider disabled person as entity with disordered biology and psychological reaction 
which together cause their dysfuncionality in social surroundings.

proposed idea of educating deaf children and adults. In his research he was exploring 

communication of deaf persons. After graduation he performed practice in Switzerland 
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promoted method based on physical and sensor activities that initiate development of 

experience and research performed in asylum Salpetriere in Paris. Séguin observed 

that such undeveloped brain could be improved using motoric and sensor training. He 

central nervous system. This approach was named by Séguin „physiological education“ 
and his main aim was to help his patients to have optimal „functionality in their social 
surroundings“. Séguin also believed that persons with intellectual disability may control 
their body functions and movements by their own strength of will. 

and upbringing of children with intellectual disabilities and neuropsychiatric disorders 
during her medical studies. After graduation in medicine she dedicated whole career 

families named .
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principle that could be expressed through the following sentence „Help me to do it by 

this idea the teacher needs to prepare surroundings which will enable free development 

respecting individual differences between pupils in their capabilities. School-teacher 
has wider role in respect to this concept comparing to traditional school. Claperede 

moveable classes (a student attends instruction in one school subject together with 
students from one class and in another subject with students from the other class) (c) 

published several articles on method of „centre of interest“. His ideas spread from 

school should give to a child practical life-oriented encouragements by teaching a 
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as starting point in development of whole intellectual activity of a child. The school 
needs to be adjusted to psychological and pedagogic capabilities of pupils in order to 

formation of homogenous classes of children divided in to homogenous groups in order 

of functional systems“ is one of main approaches of theory of special education and 

adaptive results of action. He describes central nervous system as „self-organizing 

especially at children and adults with disabilities. Using this model in theory of special 

uprising of theory and praxis of special education and rehabilitation. Luria described 
dysfuncionality of patients with head and brain injuries and disfuncionality of patients 
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Impact of psychology on development of theory of special 
education and rehabilitation

in understanding of children whose intellectual capabilities are not appropriate for 

used his intelligence test to distinguish between children with normal and decreased 

contribution to theory of special education and rehabilitation through his published 

but rather all types of invalidity in different contexts. That is why he believed that 
phenomenological approach should be used in education and therapy of these children. 

principals of approaches and treatment and established theory of defectology. Out 
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cognitive development that represent interface of theory of special education and 
rehabilitation. Piaget considered different models of development from social model of 

education and rehabilitation.

Impact of pedagogy on development of theory of special 
education and rehabilitation

movements criticized actual educational system and demanded its improvement with 

by general reforms in education and there was impact also on constitution of special 

something simply „external“ and ceases to be seen as providing indicators about what it 

experimental school in which he wanted to realize his „ideal of school as co-partnership 



21

relevant for process of learning represents good starting point for realization of special 

These postulates are present and today in theory and praxis of special education and 

pedagogue and professor of didactics at University of Hamburg. He is proponent of 

„Progressive Education“ organized curriculum and classroom activities around 

should direct their own learning according to their interests and should be allowed 

He believed that the role of a teacher should be that of a „guide“ as opposed to an 

their school obligations. After they form groups according to their sympathies and 

which is characterized by need for play and different types of social association. These 

Theory and praxis of special education and rehabilitation is also incompatible with 

physical education. Since population of schoolchildren with disabilities also represent 
heterogeneous group this approach is consistent with theory of special education and 

one of most wide-spread types of curriculum based on individualization. This plan 
was invented by American educator 
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for advance in learning. All curriculums were adjusted to the level of development of 
each individual pupil and they were accepting them at their own pace. The pupil could 

of the class. This type of programme was mainly applied in organization of schools for 
children from low-incoming families. Individual capabilities of disabled schoolchildren 

conception of its application. He intended to use these sheets and to implement them 

to each schoolchild to become happy and competent person could be reached through 
respect of individuals features of the schoolchild. Dottrens distinguished three groups 

Third group is what we consider as disabled schoolchildren that would need special 

parallel homogeneous groups according to their capabilities. First group represented 

group were schoolchildren with normal capabilities but that need some additional help 
in learning. This type of school organization introduced differentiation of teaching 

developed educational system named after him. „System Freinet“ was not theoretically 

capabilities. School organized by Freinet lost character of educational institution and 
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reformer. He was representative of „concept of free education“ that was born as radical 

science of body and soul and their interconnections. Final goal of waldorf pedagogy is 

pedagogy is presence of different types of differentiation of education. Differentiation of 

People with disabilities and their contribution to the theory of 
special education and rehabilitation

gave their personal contribution to development of methods and theory of special 
education and rehabilitation.

developing a system of tactile code that could allow blind persons to read and write 
 that 

contain tiny palpable bumps called . The number and arrangement of these 
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touching palm with lips and touching throat with palm. Later Helen also learnt to use 

was all the time with Helen helping her to understand what is said by lecturers. Helen 

Actualities in theory of special education and rehabilitation

institutionalized. It became organized and systematic activity at universities and 
institutes worldwide. 

fasper.bg.ac.rs.... As many others.
These Faculties and Institutes represent authentic academic institutions inside 

Universities. They all show similarities with other such institutions from Europe and 
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CONCLUSION

education and rehabilitation started its development. Philanthropic individuals 

theologists) gave huge contribution to the theory of special education and rehabilitation. 
Their biographies are impressive and huge inspiration not only for their communities 

could not exchange them. 
For centuries before these and others individuals were giving their contribution 

the time special education and rehabilitation derived from several other sciences and 

This approach represents basics of curriculum of study programs of special 

subjects that concern learning methods of disabled children. Studying theoretical 

further development of theory of special education and rehabilitation. 
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