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JIENPECHJA KOJ CTAPUX OCOBA KOJE CY
JIOYKUBEJIE AL

MusiocaB AJAMOBUR?Y, Bojucias TOJOPOBUTH? Muoapar CTOLUI/BEBUR!

'Yrusepsumem y beoepady — Qaxynmem 3a cneyujanny eOykauujy u pexabunumayujy

*Ynusepsumem Mezampeno — Paxynmem 3a kynmypy u meouje, beozpad

Ancmpakm

Iladosu npedcmasswajy yecmy nojagy y nonyaayuju ocoba cmapuje xcusomee dobu, a
cam pusuk ce 3HamHo nosehasa ykouko je ymepheHo u nocmojarse denpecugHux cum-
nmoma. Luse ucmpasicusarea jecme uchumusdarse npucycmea denpecusHux cuMnmoma
K0od cmapux ocoba. Y3opak ucmpadxcusarba gopmupaH je o0 142 ocobe (52,8% myw-
Koz u 47,2% sceHcKoe noAaa), Koje cy 6u.e nodesbeHe Ha 2pyny A, koja je dosxcusena nad
u 2pyny b, koja Huje dosxcusesa nad. [Ipoceuna cmapocm uchumaHuka usHocuAa je 73
2oduHe u 11 meceyu (SD = 6 2oduHa u 2 meceya). 3a npoyeHy denpecuje kopuuwheHa
je I'epujampujcka ckana denpecuje (The Geriatric Depression Scale; Yesagava, 1983).
Pesynmamu ucmpascuearea ykasyjy 0a ucnumanuyu Koju cy doxcugeau naod y npocexky
uckasyjy cmamucmuyku 3Ha4ajHo suwu HuU8o denpecusHocmu (p < 0,019) 00 ucnuma-
HUKA KOoju HUCy na/u.

Cmape ocobe ckaoHe nady yewhe maHugecmyjy denpecugHe cumMnmome He2o cmapu
Koju Hucy naau. Ymephusarbe npucycmea denpecusHux cumnmoma mpeba ysemu y
aHaAu3y NpuAUKoOM npoyeHe pusuka od nada kod cmapux ocooba.

KmyuHne pevu: cmapuje ocobe, nadosu, denpecuja

YBOJ,

CBeTcKa Tmomysanuja ce TOCTeIHBUX
JlelleHdja cyo4yaBa ca TPEHAOM pamuJHOr
noBehamwa 6poja cTapujux oco6a, a ryiob6aHa
npefBubama ykasyjy aa he go 2050. rogune
0poj ocoba crapujux oz 60 roguHa foctuhu
2,1 muaujapge (United Nations - World
Population Ageing, 2015). Cp6uja npeactaBsba
3eMJby KOja TakoDhe mpaTH Taj HEraTUBHHU
TpeHJ JeMorpadCcKor crapema

HUIITBA U Y Kojoj he mo 2041. roguHe jeHa

CTaHOB-

YeTBPTHHA CTAHOBHUIITBA GUTH CTapHja o[
65 roguna (Republicki zavod za statistiku,
2011).

[lojaBa pempecuje Koj CTapujux o0co-
06a Be3dyje ce 3a NMpOMeHe Koje ce jaBJbajy
Kao MocJjeJulia CTapema U yKJ/bydyjy: Try-
OUTAaK KHUBOTHOT TMapTHEpPa, MPOMEHY
COLIMjaJIHOT  CTaTyca, Jiolle 3JpaBCTBEHO
CTame, IeH3UOHHCAe,
aKTHUBHOCTH, TMpo6jeMe Yy KOIHUTHBHOM
byHKIMOHUCaky, Kao U 6pojHe Apyre Koje

nparte ceHujyMm (Rodda et al.,, 2011; Sivertsen

Mawmak ¢Qu3MUKe
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et al, 2015). Ilpema nogamuma CBeTcke
3[lpaBCTBEHEe OpraHu3alMje YKyIHA HpeBa-
JIEHIIa JienpecBHUX nopeMehaja Koz cTapux
ocoba MNpuUNajHUKA pasJUUYUTUX KyJATypa
usHocu 10-20% (WHO, World Health Report:
Mental Health: New Understanding New Hope,
2001). Heku oj; Ba*KHHUjUX €MOILIMOHAJIHUX,
KOTHUTHUBHUX U COMAaTCKUX CUMIITOMAa KOjU
JOMHUHUPA]y KJIUHUYKOM CJIHUKOM JlelpecUB-
He ocobe jecy: HepacloJIOXKeHe, MOr0TOBO
y jyTapmUM 4yacoBUMa, ocehamwe KpUBULE U
TyTe, CyHLHJajHe MUCIH, aMOUBaJIeHLHja,
amnaTuja, HeCIIOCOOHOCT Y>KUBamwa y »KUBOT-
HUM 3a/Jl0BOJ/bCTBUMA, CTaJIHO ocehame yMo-
pa ¥ MaJIaKCcaJIoCTH, C/1a6OCT KOHLIEHTpaluje,
Temkohe ynamhuBama, KOIIMAapHU CHO-
BH, MPUTHUCAK Y TNpeJesy TpyJHe KOCTH,
OncTHUNaLuja, Taxukapauja (American
Psychiatric Association, 2013). Ha noBehame
Jlellpecyje KoJj CTapux ocoba yTude U Tpe-
HyTHa naHgemuja COVID-19 (Yildirim et al,
2021). UcTpaxkuBama yka3syjy Aa je TOKOM
2020. rogvHe jeHO OJ, 4YE€TBOPO CTAapHUjUX
ocoba of, 65 roauHa NpUjaB/bUBAJIO JeNpe-
CHMBHe CHMIITOMe, 3a pas3JjiMKy 0J, Nnepuoja
npe na”gemuje (Tokom 2018. roauHe) Kaja je
Jemnpecyja norabasna jeAHy oA JileceT cTapux
oco6a (Koma et al., 2020).

[lafoBU mnpexcTaB/bajy BeJUKU 3JpaB-
CTBEHU NpoGJIeM ca KojuMa ce MomyJalnuja
CTapujux ocoba cyoyaBa, a JAepuHHULIe ce
Kao gorabaj y kojeM ce ocoba u3HeHaa Habe
Ha noay wiad HWxeMm HuBoy (World Health
Organization, 2007). CBake rojiuvHe, jeJHa
TpehuHa ocob6a npoceyHe cTapocTH 65 rogu-
Ha goxuBu naj (Karlsson et al., 2013), ca no-
CTeleHUM NoBehameM y4ecTaJoOCTH KaKo ce
cTapocHa rpaHuna nosehasa, 1a 61 CKOpO 110-
JIOBMHA 0co6a cTapujux of 85 rogrHa A0XKHu-
BeJia ma/J| cBake roguHe (Stevens et al., 2006).

UcTpaxuBawa 1noKa3yjy JMAa MOCTOjU
noBe3aHocT u3aMeDhy Jenpecuje W mnajgoBsa
KOJ CTapux ocoba, Kao U Jja ce Aenpecuja

y6paja y 3HavyajaH yHyTpallmbu pakTop 3a
JoXXuBJbaBamwe naja (laboni & Flint, 2013).

HMako camM MexaHM3aM /JeJioBama joll
yBeK HHje NMpelU3HO YTBphHeH, oH ce Moxe
06jaCHUTH Ha TPU Ha4yWHA, TJie CBAKU MOXe
NpeJCcTaB/baTH NOTEHLHUjaJIHU Y3poK. [IpBu
je Aa fmemnpecuja IpeTXoAH aAy, 0K ce Y Apy-
rOM CJIy4ajy Zilenpecyja jaB/ba HAKOH naja. ¥
TpeheM ciyyajy U Jenpecdja U naj Npousu-
Jlase U3 HeKor Apyror ¢paKkTopa Koju HeraTHB-
HO yTHUe Ha 3[jpaBJ/be CTape 0cobe U jaBJbajy
ce uctoBpeMeHo (Biderman et al., 2002).

Jlynu u capaguunu (Launay et al., 2013)
kopuctehu lepujaTpujcky ckany Jenpecuje
WCNHTHUBAJNU Cy MoBe3aHOCT usMebhy gemnpe-
CHUBHUX CUMIITOMA M yYeCTaJIO0CTH [1aI0Ba KO/
ctapux ocoba. Og ykymnHor y3opka, 19% wuc-
NMTAaHUKA je TOKOM UCTPaKUBaka 10K1BeJI0
naji, a pe3yJTaTH CTyAUje yKa3yjy Ha moBe3a-
HOCT u3Mehy JenpecuBHUX CUMIITOMA U y4e-
CTaJIOCTHU MaJioBa. Y4ecTaJoCT Aenpecuje y
IPyIH Koja je JoXKHBeJIa naj 61Jia je 3Ha4ajHO
Beha (44,7%) y ofHOCY Ha rpyIly Koja HUje 10-
»KMBeJIa Ta/] U KoJ| KOje je y4ecTasoCT Jenpe-
CHBHUX CUMIITOMa 6uJa HUKa (25%). Takobe,
MO€eMO U3/,BOjUTH U cTyAujy CTasieHxoda u
capagHuka (Stalenhoef et al., 2002) y kojoj cy
yTBphUBaHe NpeAUKTUBHE BPeJHOCTH PU3H-
Ka 3a Maj, KoJ, cTapux ocoba Koje cy Beh Jo-
»kuBeJie naj. O yKymHOT Gpoja UCIUTaHUKA
Koju cy 6usiv ctapuju og, 70 roauHa, 33% uc-
NUTaHUKA je TOKOM Npahema A0XKUBEJIO NAJ,
a Ha OCHOBY Jl06MjeHUX pe3yJTaTa Jenpecuja
ce MoKasaJia Kao 3HayajHa JeTepMHUHAHTA 3a
PHU3UK 0J1 10°KMBJ/baBaba Ma/1a, jep mpema Mo-
JleJIy KOjy Cy ay TOPH HallpaBUJIM, PU3HK Jia Ce
JI0>KMBHY HOBH MaJ U3HOCHO je 69-90%.

Wb PAJA

Lum npejcTaBJ/ba
HWCNIUTHUBaMe NPUCYCTBA JleNPEeCUBHUX CUM-
IITOMAa KOJ, CTapuX 0coba.

HCTpaXHnBaka
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METO/0JIOTHJA HCTPAYKHUBABA

Y3opax

UcTpaxkuBaweM cy 6uje obyxBaheHe
yKymnHo 142 ocobe, oz Tora 75 (52,8%) myui-
Kor U 67 (47,2%) xeHckor noJsa. UcnuTaHUILU
Cy OUJIM TIOZle/beHU Ha I'PYyIly A, Koja je J0XKU-
Besia naj (N = 82; 53,7% MyIIKOr 10J1a) U Tpy-
ny b, koja Huje noxxuBesa nag (N = 60; 51,7%
MyHKOr noJia). CTapocT ucnuTaHuka kpehe
ce y pacnoHy o, 64 rojuHe U neT Mecelu 0
89 rojjvHa ¥ LIeCT MeceLy, IpOCeyHe CTapo-
ctu 73rogudau 11 mecenu (SD = 6 roguna u 2
Mecena). PacnoH rogrHa LKoJioBakha UCIUTA-
HUKa kpehe ce o 8 1o 19 roguHa, AS = 12,82
(SD = 2,25). C nopoauoM xxuBu 86 (60,6%)
UCTIUTAHHUK], a 56 (39,4%) ucnuraHMKa )KUBH
caMo y ,OMahMHCTBY.

Hucmpymenm

HcTtpakuBame je crnposefeHo y [lomy
3a ofipacja ¥ cTapa Jula bexxaHujcka Koca
(Beorpapg), kao 1 y oKBUpY KJ1y60Ba 3a HEB-
HU 6opaBak cTapux 0coba KOju ce HaJsase N0/,
MIOKPOBUTE/LCTBOM [epoHTO/IOLIKOT
Tpa Beorpag. CarsacHocT 3a cnpoBobeme
HCTpaXKMBaka 000pUJIH CY YIIpaBHU 0J60p
U aupekTtop /loMa 3a ofpacsa U cTapa JuLa

L[eH-

Bexanujcka koca. IloteHuujasiHu KaHAUa-
TH Cy y3 noMoh couujasHOr pajHUKa OUJIH
yNO3HaTHU
peanu3alyje, Kao ¥ [JU/beM, a OHU UCTIUTAHU-
LU KOjU CY KeJieJIU [ja y4YeCTBYjy NUCMEHO CYy
MOTBPAUTU NpUCTaHaK. [lofgany o kLUXOBOM
3[paBCTBEHOM CTamy [JOOWjeHH Cy Kpo3

ca HUCTpaXHUBAKkEM, HAYHUHOM

pasroBop ca MCIUTAHULMMA M KOpULIheHU
Cy MWCKJ/BYYHBO Y HAy4YHO-UCTPAKUBAUYKe
CBpXe, Te ce HUCY MOIJIM W/leHTUPUKOBATH C
suvHouhy ocobe.

3a yTBphuBame Jenpecuje KoJ HUC-
nuTaHuka kopuuiheHa je T[epujaTpujcka

ckana penpecuje (The Geriatric Depression
Scale; Yesagava, 1983). 'epujaTpujcka cka-
Jla [Jellpecdje He IpeACTaB/ba 3aMeHY 3a
JUjalHOCTUYKHM MHTEPBjy KOjU CIIPOBOAU
ncuxujaTap, Beh je kopuctad GUITEpP Y KJIU-
HUYKOM KOHTEKCTy 3a oMoryhaBame Hpo-
LieHe Jiellpecrje KOJ, CTapux ocoba. Y mpak-
CU Cy y yHnoTpebu JBe Bep3uje YNUTHHKA,
kparka (15 nurtamwa) u ayradka (30 nutamwa)
Bep3Hja. Y HallleM UCTpaKUBaky KOPUCTUIU
cMo AyXy Bep3ujy. CkaJia je cacTaB/beHa 07
NMTamka Ha Koja MCIMTAaHUK oJroBopa ca ,ja“
WJY ,He“ 0 TOMe KakKo ce ocehao TOKOM Ipo-
TekJie HeJesbe. JJooujeHu pesyartat 0-4 cma-
Tpa ce HOpMaJIHUM, pe3yaTaT 5-8 cyrepuiue
JIaky Aenpecujy, a 9-11 Besyje ce 3a ymepeHy
Jemnpecujy, LoK pe3yartaT 12-15 uHaunupa
TelKy Jenpecujy. MHCTpyMeHT je morojaH
3a cTape ocobe C JIaKUM U YMepeHUM KOTHU-
TUBHUM CMeTHaMa, Kao U 3a cCTape ocobe Koje
»KMBe CaMOCTaJIHO, ¥ JOMOBUMa UJIU Ha 60JI-
HUYKOM JIeYEHY.

Cmamucmuuka o6paoa nodamaxa

[lopgauu ucTpakuBamwa o6paheHu cy npu-
MEHOM MeTO0/ia JeCKPUIITUBHE CTaTUCTHKE U
CTaTHUCTHKe 3aK/byunBama. 06paja je Bpiue-
Ha y padyyHapckoM nporpamy (Statistical
Package for Social Sciences), Bep3uja 20.

PE3YJITATU HCTPAXKUBAIHA

PesysiTaTy Hauler ucTpakuBamwa yKasyjy
Ja je Mehy ucnutaHuLuMa rpyne A, Koja je
Jlo)KMBeJa Naj BehM MNpoLeHaT CBPCTaH y
KaTeropwujy genpecuBHux (23,2%) Hero mehy
UCIUTaHULMMa rpy1e b, Koja naJ HUje JoXKHU-
Be (8,3%).

[IpumenoM CTyAeHTOBOr T-TeCTa UCIUTa-
JIX CMO /i@ JIY NIOCTOje CTaTUCTUYKU 3HayajHe
pasJivKe y HUBOY JeNpPeCUBHOCTH, MEPEHOM
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lepujaTpujckoM cKajioM Jenpecuje, uamehy
rpyne MCIUTAHHUKA Koja je JoXKMBeJa Maj U
rpyne UCIIMTaHHUKA KOja HUje JoXKUBeJla Naj.
PesysTaTu cy npukasaHu y Tabenu 1.

PesysiTaTH T-TecTa Cy noKasaJiv /ia UCIIH-
TaHULY Ipyle A y IpoceKy UCKa3yjy CTaTH-
CTUYKH 3Ha4YajHO BUILIU HUBO JIeNIPeCUBHOCTH
o/l icnuTaHuKa rpyme b.

JUCKYCHJA

Ha ocHOBy pesyaTaTa HCTpa)kvMBaba
YCTAHOBJbEHO je Ja WCHOUTAHULHU KOjUu Cy
JOXUBeJIM NaJ, UCKasyjy Ha ['epujaTpuckoj
CKaJi1 JienpecHje NPOCEYHO CTAaTUCTUYKHU
3Ha4yajHO BUIIM HUBO JENPECHUBHOCTHU (p <
0,019) ox McnUTAaHUKA KOjU HUCY L0KUBEJIH
naj. Mehy ucnutaHULMMA KOjU CY [JOKUBEIU
naj Behu npoleHar je CBpCTaH y KaTeropujy
JenpecuBHUX (23,2%) Hero Mehy ncnuTaHu-
[MMa KOjH HUCY JJO’KUBeJu naz (8,3%).

Typy v capaguunu (Turcu et al, 2004)
cy y cBOjoj ctyauju nyteMm lepujaTpujcke
CcKaJle Jelnpecdje WCOMTUBAJMA TPUCYCTBO
JlellpeCHUBHUX CUMITOMA KOJ, CTapuUX 0co6a,
Kao U 6poj maJjoBa TOKOM IepUoJa Of LIecT
Meceyd. /[lo6ujeHW pe3yjaTaTH IOMEHYTOr
WCTpa)KuBaka yKasyjy JAa je HNpUCYCTBO
Jlelipecyje KOJ CTapux ocoba Koje Cy J0XKH-
BeJle Maj, 6UJI0 CTaTUCTUYKMU 3HadajHO Behe

(p < 0,001) y ofHOCY Ha rpyny CcTapux Koja
naj HUje J0XHBeJa. Pe3ynaTaTu HUXOBOT
HCTpaXKMBamwa y CKJaAy Cy C pe3yJTaTUMa
J0OMjeHUM y HalleM HCTPaXKUBamy, TAe je
YTBPDHEHO a UCIUTAHUIU KOjU CY AOXKHUBEJN
naj y NpoceKy Nnokasyjy CTaTUCTUYKU 3Ha4a-
HO BUIIM HUBO JIelIPECUBHOCTH OJf UCIUTAHU-
Ka KOjU HUCY J0KUBeJIY Maj.

OBOM UCTpa)KUBaky MOMXKEMO J0JaTu
ctyaujy BosnjeBe u capagHuka (Whooley
et al,, 1999) y kojoj je ucnuTHUBaHA MOBe3a-
HOCT HU3MeDhy Jienpecydje U NMajoBa KO »KeHa
CTapHjer »KUBOTHOT 106a. 3a eBHIEHTHPabe
NIPUCYCTBA Jlellpecrje ayTOPHU CY KOPUCTUJIH,
Kao U y HallleM UCTpakuBamwy, ['epujaTpujcky
CKaJly Jelpecdje, a pe3yJTaTU CTyAuje
yKa3yjy Aa xKeHe cTapuje XKUBOTHe J06HU KOJ,
KOjUX je eBUJIeHTHpaHa Jiellpecyja UMajy cTa-
THUCTHUYKH 3Ha4yajHO BUlle 1aHcH (p < 0,001)
Ja poxuse naj (70%) y ofHOCY Ha KeHe Koje
HeMajy aenpecuBHe cuMnToMe (59%). bes 06-
3upa LITO Cce HaBeJeHa CTyAuja MeTOA0JIOLI-
KU pasJiMKyje oJ Haller UCTpaKMBaka, OHa
WMaK NOTBphyje XUNOTe3y O MOBEe3aHOCTH
Jlelipecyje U MaZi0Ba KOJ| CTApUjUX 0CO0Aa.

Y ctynuju Lle3apa v capagHuka (Cesari et
al,, 2002) ucnuraBaHu cy GaKTOpPH pU3UKa 32
Jl0)KMBJ/baBame NafloBa KOJ, CTapux 0coba, a
Jlo6UjeHU pe3y/JTaTH UCTpa)KUBakba yKasyjy
Ha CTaTUCTUYKHU 3Ha4ajHO Behy yuyecTaJsoCcT

Ta6esa 1. Pazauke y npoceyHUM ckopoguMma Ha 'epujampujckoj ckau denpecugHocmu
usMehy epyna ucnumaHuka koja je doxcusena nad u 2pyne UCNUMAHUKa
Koja Huje doxcusesa nad

I'pyna A b

N 82 60
AS 5,81 4,03
SD 511 3,14
Df 138

t 2,38

p 0,019

Jlerenpa: A - rpyna MCIMTaHMUKA Koja je AoKMBeJsa naj; b - rpyna ucnuTaHuKa Koja HHje
noxuesia naj; N - 6poj ucnutanuka; AS - aputTMeTH4Ka cpejuHa; SD - ctan ap/iHa AeBujanuja;
t-TecT - BpeHOCT CTyAeHTOBOT T cTaTUCTHKA; Df - 6poj cTenenu ciobofe; p - BepoBaTHONA.
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nenpecuje (p < 0,001) Kog UCIUTAaHUKA KOjU
cy AoxuBesd naj (68,6%) Hero Koj HCIH-
TaHUKaA KOju naj HUcy jgoxuBenu (54,9%).
Takobe, HcIUTAHUIIM KO/, KOjUX je yTBpheHOo
[ocTojame Jenpecuje MaHUdecTOBaIU Cy
JyII0 Behy pU3MK Jla J0’)KUBe [T/l Hero cTape
ocobe KoJi KOjUX MOCTOjarbe Aenpecuje HUje
yTBpheHo, a HaBeJeHU pe3yJITaTU CcarjacHU
Cy C pe3yJiITaTMMa Haller UCTPAa>KUBamba.

Pe3y/nTaTy HaBeJleHUX U OPOJHUX JPYTHUX
ucTpakuBama (Stalenhoefetal., 2002, Kerse et
al,, 2008, Yuetal., 2009) yka3yjy Ha HoBE3aHOCT
n3Meby Aenpecuje U NaZj0Ba KOJ CTapUx ocoba
Y M3/1Bajajy Aenpecujy Kao jacaH ¢paKTop pyu3u-
Ka 3a [l0’KMBJ/baBame naja. [Ipukasanu pesy-
TaTU UCTPAXKUBaMa MOTKPEINJbYjy LobHjeHe
pe3yJTaTe y OKBUDPY Haller UCTPaXUBama,
rzie je yTBpheHo Aa cTape ocobe Koje Cy L0XKH-
BeJle NaJ HCNO0/baBajy CTATUCTUYKU 3HATHO
BellM HUBO JleNPEeCUBHOCTH.

3AK/bYYAK

[lazoBH Koje cBake roiMHe JIO)KUBU y CBe-
Ty cBe Behu 6poj pacTyhe monysaiuje ocoba
Tpeher >XKMBOTHOr /006a NpejAcTaB/ba BeoMa
036WJ/baH APYLITBEHH M MeAUIUHCKU MHPO-
6Js1eM, jep Mafi0BY, JUPEKTHO UJIM NMOCPESHO,
MOTY Y3pOKOBaTH IpHUBpPEMEHe WJIM TpajHe
bursHUKe, ICUXUUKE, COLUja/IHE U eKOHOMCKe
npo6JieMe KOju 3Ha4yajHO OrpaHU4yaBajy caMo-
CTaJlaH U KBaJIMTeTaH HAa4MUH XKHUBOTA.

[lperno3HaBame OHUX CTApHUX 0coba Koje
ce HaJla3e y PU3UKY O[] a1, 03HAYMJI0 61 UX
Kao KaHJHWJaTe 332 yK/by4YHBale y Nporpam
npeBeHIMje, YIIpaBo W3 pasJjora Ja 6u ce
jelaH TakaB HeMuUJM porahaj cnpedno, cama
dpekdeHLMja pU3WKa OJ mMaZa CMamUIa,
a rmnoctojehM KBaJUTET >XHUBOTA OAPXKAo.
YTBphuBame mpucycTBa JeNpecUBHUX CHM-
ntomMa Tpeba y3eTH y aHAJW3y IPUIHKOM
IpoleHe PU3KKa 0/ 1aJja KoJ| CTapuXx 0coba.
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Abstract

Falls represent a common occurrence in the
elderly population, and theriskitselfincreases
significantly if the presence of depressive
symptoms is found. The aim of the research
is to examine the presence of depressive
symptoms among the elderly population.
The research sample was formed out of 142
persons (52.8% male and 47.2% female), who
were divided into group A, who experienced
a fall and group B, who did not experience a
fall. The average age of the respondents was
73 years and 11 months (SD = 6 years and 2
months). The assessment of the depression
was based on The Geriatric Depression Scale
(Yesagava, 1983). Research results indicate
that respondents who experienced a fall, on
average, show significantly higher level of
depression (p < 0.019) than the respondents
who did experience a fall.

Elderly persons prone to falls are more
likely to show depressive symptoms than
elderly persons who did not experience a
fall. Determining the presence of depressive
symptoms should be taken into account when
assessing the risk of falls among the elderly
population.

Keywords: elderly persons, falls, depression
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