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Introduction: Several population studies have shown that as many as 30-40% children with 

permanent hearing loss have additional disabilities. Until recently hearing impaired children with 

complex needs were considered unsuitable for cochlear implantation, except the deaf-blind 

children. The deaf kids with complex needs have been deprived of benefit of state-of-the-art 

solutions because of adverse outcomes and limited benefit from cochlear implantation, not as 

obvious as in general population of CI recipients.  

Objective: The aim of this study was to explore quality of life benefits in cochlear 

implanted children with complex needs and their families.  

Methods: The sample in this research consisted of cochlear implanted children with 

complex needs, such as various syndromes, cognitive deficiency, cerebral palsy, autistic spectrum 

disorder, attention deficit-hyperactivity disorder, visual impairment, etc. Improvement of the 

quality of life for CI children with complex needs and their families has been assessed by QLICI 

questionnaire for parents (Herrmannova, 2016). The QLICI questionnaire has been used to 

evaluate seven different aspects of quality of life -– communication, child’s safety, behavior, 

family and social relationships, attitude of society towards child, education and economic status 

of family. One or both parents answered the questionnaire. All the children in this study had more 

than one year of CI experience.  

Results: The results of this study have proven considerable improvement in all the aspects 

of quality of life encompassed by QLICI questionnaire. The biggest progress has been observed in 

the domain of child’s safety, education, communication and family/social relationship, as well as 
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the overall level of satisfaction. The least benefit from CI  implantation in complex kids have been 

achieved regarding economic status of family. 

Conclusion: Cochlear implantation in children with complex needs has shown s significant 

benefit regarding quality of life, although the outcome regarding speech-language development is 

not as prominent as in children without additional handicap. 

 

Key words: complex needs, cochlear implantation, quality of life. 


