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PARALINGUISTIC ASPECTS OF PRAGMATIC ABILITIES IN ADULTS  
WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY1

Development of Republic of Serbia.
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INTRODUCTION

Pragmatics includes the usage of language in formal and informal interpersonal 

and body).

the paralinguistic aspects of communication through the elements that follow 

expression and prosodic acoustic characteristics together represent paralinguistic 
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have multiple functions. The literature states that prosodic elements within a language 
can have both linguistic and paralinguistic function and that as such can determine the 

and acoustic analysis based on which conclusions about paralinguistic communicative 
abilities partners could be made.

The authors point out that the functions of paralinguistic elements of communication 

out that paralinguistic elements of communication can contribute to the additional 

aspects of communication. 

assessment of this spheres is related to the evaluation of the ability to understand and 
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and produce paralinguistic elements of communication is more often studied in a 

of adults with intellectual disability.

THE AIM

The aim of this paper is to isolate and analyze research which in its research as a 
focus had the assessment of paralinguistic elements in adults with intellectual disability 
by reviewing the available literature.

METHOD

paralinguistic characteristics of persons with intellectual disabilities was in the focus 

expressiveness were considered as paralinguistic elements of communication 3) the 
sample included respondents with intellectual disabilities with syndromic disorders 

Research review
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prosody relies on user-friendliness semantic messages. Results of this study show that 
both groups had better achievement in recognizing emotions in situations where the 

fear) observing facial and vocal expressions. The groups of patients with intellectual 

that the respondents of typical development achieved the best results in comparison 

groups were better in recognizing happiness than negative emotions. Subjects with 

Syndrome showed poor results in identifying fear in vocal expression. These authors 
found no differences in the ability of vocal and facial emotion recognition between 

sample to evaluate the ability to recognize prosodic characteristics and meanings of 
emotionally colored communicative messages and got slightly different results from the 

Results of this study indicate that the participants of typical development achieved the 
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successful in detecting emotional prosody and achieved better results compared to the 
group of subjects with intellectual disability.

connect emotion with a certain context. It turned out that people with Down syndrome 

are not. People with Down syndrome misinterpreted emotional expression more often 

Persons with Down syndrome achieved worse results compared to other two groups on 

the emotion was similar in people with Down syndrome and patients with mild and 
moderate intellectual disability. One possible explanation which the authors cite as a 
reason for hampered processing of facial expression in these persons was their ability 
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One of the rare few studies in which samples included adults with mild and moderate 

stories in which the respondents were expected to recognize the dominant emotion. 

difference between the two groups was observed only in answers which described their 
personal experiences and the presence of appropriate emotions in given situations. 

Another study that had as a subject of the research included the ability to distinguish 
emotions from facial expressions in adults with intellectual disability was a research of 

to recognize the degree of the demonstrated anger and to connect it with personal 
experiences. The results show that there is no expected correlation between the failure 
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INSTEAD OF CONCLUSION

understanding and interpretation paralinguistic aspects of communication is more 
often studied in a population of adults with intellectual disability and syndromic 

public for the ability to identify prosodic elements in communication of persons with 

authors state that the visuo-spatial abilities of people with Down syndrome are more 
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identifying and processing facial emotional expressivity of sadness as well as connecting 

with intellectual disability without associated syndromes manifestation and the 

with intellectual disability the most examined ability is to recognize emotional 

that in the papers in which the ability to recognize facial and prosodic emotions was in 

and deceit in statement etc. was missing.
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