
 
 

XXIX SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE 
 

EMPIRICAL  
STUDIES IN 
PSYCHOLOGY 
 
MARCH 31 – APRIL 2, 2023 
FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSTITUTE OF PSYCHOLOGY 
LABORATORY FOR EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY 

FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE 



2 
 

XXIX SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE 
 

EMPIRICAL  
STUDIES IN 
PSYCHOLOGY 
 
MARCH 31 – APRIL 2, 2023 
FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE 
 
 
 

 
 

INSTITUTE OF PSYCHOLOGY 
 
 

 
 

LABORATORY FOR EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY 
FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY, UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE 

 
 
 
 
 

BELGRADE, 2023 



3 
 

Programme committee: 
Dušica Filipović Đurđević (chair woman), Laurie Beth Feldman, Tiziano Agostini, Lucia 
Tramonte, Maria do Céu Taveira, Gonida Sofia-Eleftheria, Dragan Rangelov, Ivan Grahek, 
Zvonimir Galić, Pavle Valerjev, Dražen Domijan, Anja Wertag, Slobodan Marković, Sunčica 
Zdravković, Iris Žeželj, Zoran Pavlović, Tamara Džamonja Ignjatović, Ksenija Krstić, Goran 
Opačić, Oliver Tošković, Petar Čolović, Zora Krnjaić, Nataša Simić, Janko Međedović, 
Ljiljana Lazarević, Milica Vukelić, Ivana Stepanović Ilić, Danka Purić, Olja Jovanović, 
Dobrinka Kuzmanović, Bojana Bodroža, Ivana Jakovljev, Dragan Janković, Jelena Matanović, 
Marija Branković, Dragana Stanojević, Maja Savić, Smiljana Jošić, Maša Popović, Darinka 
Anđelković, Žan Lep, Kaja Damnjanović, Marina Videnović, Maša Vukčević Marković, 
Marko Živanović, Dejan Todorović, Aleksandar Kostić, Nenad Havelka 

 

Organizing committee: 
Dušica Filipović Đurđević (chair woman), Slobodan Marković, Nataša Simić, Oliver Tošković, 
Kaja Damnjanović, Ivana Stepanović Ilić, Marina Videnović, Marko Živanović, Predrag 
Nedimović, Ksenija Mišić, Sandra Ilić, Milana Rajić, Kristina Mojović Zdravković, Olga 
Marković Rosić, Sara Anđelić 

 
Volunteers: 
Aleksa Pavlović, Anđela Joksimović, Anđela Veličković, Anđela Gojković, Darja Devedžić, 
Dimitrije Stanojević, Emilija Pavlović, Ivana Milenković, Jelena Stanojević, Katarina 
Maksimović, Lara Perić, Lazo Dragaš, Marija Lazarević, Marina Zečević, Milana Dražić, 
Milica Ljubičić, Mina Crnogorac, Mina Jevtić, Mina Knežević, Miona Dimitrijević, Nađa 
Radenković, Nemanja Kovačević, Nora Tatarinov, Saška Dimitrijević, Velimir Stojković, 
Viktorija Jovanović, Zlata Hekić 

 
 
Proofreading and layout by Predrag Nedimović and Kristina Mojović Zdravković 
 
 
 
 
Cover photo:  
Deprez time-marker (G. Boulitte, Paris) 
 
Device for setting a fine time base for kymographic recording. It provides oscillations for intervals down to 0.005 
sec. A pen is attached to the plunger of an electromagnet. The movements of the plunger may be varied with a 
conical regulator. The device now lacks the pen. The author of this device is French electrical engineer Marcel 
Deprez who conducted the first experiments to transmit electrical power (DC) over long distances. Dimensions: 
18.5 x 4 x 4.5 cm; Net weight; 145 g; Voltage: V DC = 2 – 4 V 
 
From the collection of old scientific instruments of the Laboratory of experimental 
psychology, Faculty of philosophy, University of Belgrade 
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SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: GENDER AND AGE 
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School or student engagement is widely recognized as a multidimensional construct that 
encompasses three aspects of engagement – cognitive, behavioral and emotional. Research 
suggests that school engagement is associated with multiple students outcomes, including 
academic achievement, school completion, and social-emotional adjustment. Therefore, the 
aim of this study is to assess the engagement of high school students and to examine differences 
in the level of engagement by gender and age so that we can determine which students are at 
greater risk for various negative outcomes. Data on students’ engagement were collected using 
the Delaware Student Engagement Scale (four-point Likert-type scale). The results of the 
confirmatory factor analysis did not yield three separate factors, but instead showed that the 
items of the behavioral and cognitive engagement subscales were best represented by one 
factor. Thus, the scale consists of only two subscales: cognitive/behavioral engagement (8 
items) and emotional engagement (4 items). The sample consisted of 860 students (59.6% 
female) from Belgrade secondary schools, aged from 15 to 19 (M =16.38, SD = 1.05). The 
results show that students are engaged to a considerable extent at the cognitive/behavioral level 
(M = 3.22, SD = 0.66) and to a lesser extent at the emotional level (M = 2.85, SD = 0.91). When 
looking at the total scores on the cognitive/behavioral engagement subscale, statistically 
significant difference in the level of engagement by gender were found, t(786) = 2.29, p = < 
0.05, d = 0.17, indicating a slightly higher engagement of female students, while no such 
differences were found on the emotional engagement subscale, t(798) = 1.67, p = .10, d = 0.12. 
In addition, a weak negative correlation was found between student age and level of 
engagement on the cognitive/behavioral (r = -.15, p < .001) and emotional engagement 
subscales (r = -.22, p < .001). In summary, the results of this study showed that high school 
students’ engagement is at middle level, with girls being slightly more engaged in 
cognitive/behavioral aspects and younger students generally more engaged compared to older 
ones. This knowledge is is important from the perspective of prevention science and 
strengthening protective factors in the school environment, such as student engagement, that 
can contribute to positive developmental outcomes of students. 
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